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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS — ABORIGINAL PROCUREMENT POLICY 
618. Ms D.G. D’ANNA to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to deliver more business and employment opportunities 
for Aboriginal Western Australians, particularly in our regions and in my electorate in the Kimberley. Can the 
minister update the house on the government’s Aboriginal procurement policy and outline what it is delivering for 
Aboriginal businesses and their communities? 
Dr A.D. BUTI replied: 
Thank you very much to the member for Kimberley for that question and for her very, very keen interest and 
commitment in the area of Aboriginal employment. I am really answering this as Minister for Finance and Minister 
for Aboriginal Affairs. 
I ask members to cast their minds back to 2018. Back in 2018, we had no way of measuring how many government 
contracts went to Aboriginal business operators—none at all. My predecessor, Ben Wyatt, instigated the Aboriginal 
procurement policy, which was an absolutely transformational policy. Since 2018, it has gone from strength to 
strength. I am pleased to update the house today that the McGowan government has delivered a record spend on 
contracts awarded to Aboriginal business operators. We have eclipsed the Aboriginal procurement policy percentage 
targets four years in a row. The policy has been going for four years. We measure how many contracts are going 
to Aboriginal business operators from government, we have set targets, and we have surpassed them four years 
in a row. 
In 2021–22, nearly $254 million worth of contracts were awarded to Aboriginal business operators. This $254 million 
comprised 262 contracts awarded to 119 businesses across WA. Those contracts being awarded to Aboriginal 
business operators represented 5.6 per cent of all government contracts, easily exceeding our target of three per cent. 
Over four years, a total of $821 million worth of government projects has been delivered by Aboriginal business 
operators. If we keep that progress going forward for the next decade, just imagine what we will reach at the end 
of the decade. 
The member for Kimberley is in the regions. The Kimberley region has been the strongest regional area for Aboriginal 
contracts, with 32 contracts worth nearly $40 million awarded to Kimberley business operators. That includes 
six contracts worth around $6 million to Kullarri Building, which is helping to deliver public housing in places like 
Kununurra. Over the next five years, the advisory service is projected to grow and support a further 500 jobs through 
Aboriginal business operators across regional WA. I think the results of this policy speak for themselves not only 
in the Kimberley but across Western Australia. I would hope that on this occasion, the opposition, which is negative, 
negative, negative, will congratulate the government on this incredible performance, but if it will not — 
Mr P.J. Rundle interjected. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: Member for Roe, what was that? 
Mr P.J. Rundle: It’s all right. 
Dr A.D. BUTI: The member for Roe may not be able to bring himself to support it, but none other than the former 
leader of the Liberal Party, Zak Kirkup, recently wrote in the National Indigenous Times — 

It’s one of the best ways to help close the Gap, to give a sense of place and foster a contribution to the 
betterment of the society which we all live in together. 

I just wish he had had that common sense when he was in this place. Well done. 
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